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PRESS RELEASE
21st October 2008
Deaf Parenting UK provided successful access for Deaf parents at The BAby Show, Earl Court 
Deaf Parenting UK had their exhibition stand at the Baby Show, Earl Court and provided BSL interpreters to enable Deaf parents to enjoy the experiences of The Baby Show in the same way as many other parents. Exhibitors were able to take advantage of the unique service to communicate with Deaf parents as new customers.
Sabina Iqbal, Chair/Founder of Deaf Parenting UK: “This is the major breakthrough for Deaf Parenting UK to have a great presence at the Baby Show. Being there enabled Deaf parents to be empowered in liaising directly with the exhibitors with provision of our BSL interpreters. It was also easy to identify our BSL interpreters by their black polo-shirts with Deaf Parenting UK logo on the front and ‘BSL Interpreter’ on the back. Instantly in the space of three days show, exhibitors became more Deaf aware on the importance of meeting the Deaf parents’ needs in accessing to services and buying goods. Likewise, feedback from Deaf parents found accessing to those exhibitors with BSL interpreter enabled them to have equal access without barriers which is what Deaf Parenting UK is all about!
As a result of The Baby Show, we hope to continue inspiring more exhibitors of organisations and businesses to consider the needs of Deaf parents and look forward to many more events.”
Exhibitors of well-known companies/ brand and celebrities gave their full backing on Deaf Parenting UK with the following comments:

“I believe all parents should be able to socialise with their peers. Deaf Parenting UK does a great job making this is possible!”   (Huggies)
“I would like to support Deaf Parenting UK as I believe every parents should have the opportunity to give their child the best possible start in life. It is good to see that at my talks at the Baby Show there is a British Sign Language interpreter.  British Sign Language interpreters help to communicate between the exhibitions and deaf people and I would like to see more help given to deaf parents.”  Annabel Karmel MBE
Deaf Parenting UK does an amazing job brining families together and giving wonderful support.  The organisation benefits the deaf community and the hearing community in terms of enhancing people’s understanding.  Prima Baby magazine applauds everyone behind the organisation and the great work it does!     Elaine Griffiths, Editor, Prima Baby
“Deaf Parenting UK are doing great work in supporting deaf families it’s great to know that there help and support out there for parents who need it”   (Fisher Price)
“I am delighted to see Deaf Parenting UK supporting parents to have a positive experience of pregnancy and parenthood.”   (NCT)
“I think what you are doing is great promoting access to positive parenting information in the deaf community is a great thing” (YeGads)
“I am very pleased to see Deaf Parenting UK at the Baby Show this year. It‘s fantastic to make sure that all new parents receive the advice and resources that they need.”  (Persil Non Bio)
“Parenting is a difficult challenge for everyone and I’m delighted that Deaf Parenting UK has made an appearance at the Baby Show this year.  I hope my talk about parenting problems can be enjoyed by all families especially deaf families.”  (Gitte Daniels, Childcare Consultant and feature writer for Wonder Nanny)
“Baby bond Ultra Sound is exception pleased to be able to offer our deaf clients support with our link to Deaf Parenting UK.”  (Baby bond Ultra Sound)
“I am delighted to be able to support Deaf Parenting UK with links between our businesses.  I hadn’t previously thought about the challenges that deaf parents face when it comes to receiving information and I hope that we can do more to make our Directories more useful.” 

(Editor, The Baby Directory)
“ITV Signpost support Deaf Parenting UK, recognising the important work they are doing to give support to deaf parents, happy supported parents means happy and fulfilled children and families.”

(ITV Signpost)
“I believe parenting your baby with awareness of how babies perceive the world through their senses is very beneficial. For instance baby wearing (using a sling) can calm irritable babies through their sense of movement.  I am supporting Deaf parenting UK.” (Meg Faure, Author of Baby Sense and Sleep Sense)

“Deaf Parenting UK provides a vital link for both deaf parents and children to access the care and support we are all entitled too.”   June Pembroke , Midwife
-Ends-
For all media enquiries/ contact please contact Asif Iqbal via email media@deafparent.org.uk
www.deafparent.org.uk
If you want to know more about Deaf Parenting UK, please email them on 
info@deafparent.org.uk 

Editors notes:
· Deaf Parenting UK is the first ever charity and small national organisation to be run by Deaf parents for Deaf parents. It represents the needs of Deaf parents in the UK, who have hearing children, deaf children or children with disability. 

· Deaf Parenting UK was established following research done on gaps in services for Deaf parents within the UK. From research, a picture emerged demonstrating the lack of awareness and consideration for the needs of Deaf parents.

· Because of communication issues within the home and at school Deaf children often lack access to basic information in the area of personal, social and health, such as growing up, sex education, pregnancy and 
parenting. Yet the background statistics are:



90% of Deaf children are born to hearing parents. As well as mainstream support and 


information, which is available to parents in general, parents of deaf children have access to 

information, resources and support via Social Services and organisations providing services to 

deaf children and their families. Information on parenting is also readily available in print, 


Video/DVD material and Parenting Classes etc. 


Deaf children grow up into adults and become parents and yet few resources and support is 

available to them in an accessible format. This is particularly with services noticeable as Deaf 

Adults have a 90% chance of having hearing children where access is a real issue.
· The following is common in Deaf parents’ daily lives, as services offered to Deaf parents are sometimes non existent, very limited or patchy as compared to those available to hearing parents:



Deaf parents are unable to access mainstream information - parenting skills classes, midwives 

or health visitors. Deaf parents find it difficult to access or participate in school life adequately 

due to staff inability to communicate in sign language or because of lack of Deaf awareness.

· Deaf Parenting UK offers the following services for Deaf parents and Deaf parents to be:
· Deaf Parenting Skills Workshops for deaf parents with young children, teenagers and expectant parents.


· Befriender Services

· One - to - One Parenting skills support at private home or at own discretion.

· Tailor - made parenting support services to meet Deaf parents’ needs.

· DPUK can deliver presentations/consultation meetings giving an insight into the service that we offer.

· Deaf Parenting UK have been recognised on local, national and international level especially on recent World Federation for the Deaf’s conference where we realised the uniqueness of Deaf Parenting UK as a national organisation in UK. We checked with other countries and there were none like Deaf Parenting UK apart from small projects here and there, but not a formal organisation of Deaf parents for Deaf parents. It shows on how important for Deaf Parenting UK to present itself as a good model for other countries across the world on enabling confidence, supporting and empowering Deaf parents
· To learn more about Deaf Parenting UK and to qualify for free membership for Deaf parents/ families, please visit our website on www.deafparent.org.uk.
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